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The Court of Protection will appoint a financial deputy on behalf of a person who lacks mental
capacity to make their own financial decisions and they do not have a financial lasting power of
attorney. Where the person has no family member suitable to act or because their personal
circumstances are very complex, a professional will be appointed.

For the duration of their role, a deputy can expect to make multiple applications to the Court
and wait well over a year to be paid for the work they do. Burdens are placed on Court
resources and judicial time as it struggles to keep up with demand. In the meantime, the person
cannot move on with their lives.

The aim of this symposium is to collaboratively find ways to improve outcomes for the
incapacitated person, by identifying solutions to streamline the work of the deputy, reducing
burdens on the Court of Protection, the Senior Court Costs Office and the Office of the Public
Guardian.

9.30 am Registration and coffee
10.00 Welcome address from Doctor Margaret Flynn of the National Mental Capacity
Forum

10.15 Her Hon Judge Hilder, Senior Judge of the Court of Protection
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Hear how the Court of Protection works to keep incapacitated person at the
heart of all its endeavours.

Yvonne Mitchell- Chair of the Association of Public Authority Deputies and local
authority deputy

Follow John’s story. A young man with a learning disability, autism, ADHD and
challenging behaviour as the local authority applies to become his deputy and
provide him with a stable environment he can call home.

Sheree Green, Panel Deputy and committee member of STEP Mental Capacity
Special Interest Group

After experiencing financial abuse from her daughter, we follow Helen’s story, as
her professional deputy seeks court orders which will pay off the significant
debts for care which have accrued and deal with a squatter in Helen’s former
home.

Coffee/tea break

Kate Edwards, Founder of the Court of Protection Practitioners Association and
Trust Corporation Deputy

Hear about Faisal, who is brain injured following an accident and the difficulties
his deputy has in helping him move to his forever home with his wife and son.

Stephanie Kaye, Director of Professional Deputies Forum

Find out how professional deputies are paid and the challenges to earning
enough to keep the work viable.

Thinking smarter- looking for improvements: Session One
Discussion on each table with members of the steering committee
Lunch

Thinking smarter- looking for improvements: Session Two

Outcomes of discussions and next steps- facilitated by Caroline Bielanska,
solicitor

Closing remarks - Dr Margaret Flynn

End of event
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